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FUSION XL 
Data Explorer User Guide 

FUSION XL 
FusionXL is a plugin for Microsoft Excel® which 

provides the ability to browse for, and author registry 

content in the Fusion Registry. 

 User Guide 
This guide provides information on how to use the 
plugin in order to browse datasets discoverable via 
the Fusion Registry. 
 

IMPORTANT 
This User Guide is no longer maintained. To view the 
latest version, please refer to the Metadata 
Technology Wiki. 
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1 Overview 
This document describes how to browse datasets that have been made available to the linked Fusion 

Registry service. 

 

Figure 1 showing the FusionXL Ribbon in Data Explorer mode 

To use FusionXL for browsing data, ensure a connection has been set up to the required Fusion 

Registry server, in the above image the server used is IMF SDMX Central.  The Connection mode must 

be set to ‘Data Explorer’ as shown in the Connection section in the above image. 

For more details on setting up connections, please read the setup guide. 

 

2 Browsing Datasets 
Once connected to a Fusion Registry that has data, it is possible to browse the datasets. The browse 

button presents a drop down of all datasets by Agency, or datasets grouped by category. Both are 

shown below: 

 

Grouped by Category  

 

On selecting a dataset it is possible to find out more information, create a query, or view the recent 

query history against this dataset. 
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Clicking Dataset Info will open a window showing information about the dataset. This information and 

number of tabs available will be based on whether there are any contacts defined for the Agency that 

owns the data. In addition, any Reference Metadata stored against this dataset will be presented on 

this dialog. 
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3 Creating a Query 
To create a data query, simply click create query to open a query builder window. It is possible to make 

as many selections as you wish. No selections for a given dimension indicates no filters (i.e get 

everything).  By making no selections, the entire dataset will be returned. 

The Run Query button will only become enabled if the number of series is less than 10,000.     

 

Each time a filter is selected, filters in other dimensions may be disabled.  If a filter is disabled it means 

that there is no data for that selection, in the context of the current data query.  Making more 

selections, or removing some existing selections, may change the state of a filter from disabled to 

enabled. 

 

On clicking ‘Run Query’ the Fusion Registry will be queried, and will retrieve the data from the known 

data source(s).  The result will be put in the current worksheet 
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It is possible to switch a view to time series, in the ‘Dataset Options’ group 

 

On switching view, the worksheet will be updated to present the data in the chosen form.  Series view 

displays the data in a time series, where each series has a unique key, and a small ‘sparkline’ chart 

above each series.  This is shown in row 7 in the image below. 

 

It is also possible to switch to a Pivot view. Pivot view rebuilds the dataset as a hierarchical view which 

allows the use of the Excel inbuilt PivotTable controls. 
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